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A BORROWED HORSE 
This year the 1981 Rolex International Kentucky Horse Trials featured an 
"invitational" division with riders from seven countries, competing on bor
rowed American horses. 

AN INTERVIEW WITH JOHN WATSON 
Illustrations by Yvonne Todd 
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by Neil R. Ayer 

John Watson of Ireland has been a member of their Three-Day 
Event Team for the past several years. Riding as the only competitor 
from that country in the 1978 Lexington World Championships, he 
will long be remembered by all of us who were there for the spec
tacular ride he gave Cambridge Blue when he won the Individual 
Silver Medal. 

For the 1981 Trials, John Watson rode the Appendix-registered 
quarter horse Mr. Hop (aged bay gelding, 16.0 H. by the Thoroughbred 
stallion Mister Some Charge, out of the Quarter Horse mare, Poco 
Run), generously loaned to him by Roisin de Pasquale of Pinehurst, 
North Carolina. 

Neil: What do you think of this invitational Horse Trial idea and 
riding horses that you'v~ never seen before? 

John: Well, the first I ever heard about it was last August when I got 
a letter from Edith Conyers, saying we're planning on this. It 
was only in the project stage. Was I remotely interested? My 
reply to that was to write back with a large "Yes, please!" and 
that was my entire letter. 

It seems like a really great idea. It's fun to get together at a 
competition because you make friends with international 
riders abroad. This is difficult when you're in a full team com
petition with all the hassles and pressures of country 
representation and all that. You don't have time to enjoy the 
parties. You also don't get to meet one another to the same 
degree and make personal friends. You sort of form a 
con•radeship-in-arms because you're riders together. But 
here an awful lot of people have become personal friends 
whom I know very well. 

The "borrowed horses" that we were mounted on is an 
especially great idea, if these people who've been so kind and 
so brave to lend the horses go on doing it. It must be the 
single biggest problem, I think, in organizing an event like 
this. We had a very fair selection of horses. It would be fun, 
perhaps, to put them into a "pool", but here in Kentucky, I 
think, they've been matched quite carefully. This was not a 
bad way to do it, particularly the first time out. We'll see how 
it goes. It's a great innovation of an idea. I'm sure it will be 
picked up, and I hope other countries will do it. I'm already 
wondering how I can work one to happen in Ireland. So we'll 
see. 

Neil: Tell us a little bit about the horse that you drew and the prob
lems that you encountered, how you solved them, and how 
you went about adapting yourself to the horse's way of going, 
as there was no time to do much schooling. 

John: My horse, Mr. Hop, was a great experience. I'd seen him last 
fall when I came over to Carolina. He's a Quarter Horse. I 
didn't ride him at that time, though, as he was injured. Sitting 
on him, he is quite small, only 16 hands, and very broad. I was 
told the thing that I would notice about riding him was his 
typical "Quarter Horse waddle". I was glad to know this as I 
thought he felt very strange behind while working him on the 
flat. But the power that's in his back end is something not to 
be believed! I mean, the acceleration when he goes over a 
fence, as well as going up and over. You suddenly find you 
land going about 10 miles an hour faster than when you took 
off, and in combinations it can be a bit hairy 'til you get used 
to it. 

Photos - Riding again in Kentucky after winning the Silver Medal in 
1978, Ireland's John Watson has a lark riding Raisin de Pasqual's Mr. 
Hop in the Invitational Division at the Preliminary level. 

Lynne and Don Humkey 
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Dressage is not his best phase - not mine either - so 
perhaps we were well matched. He is a little bit "gassy"; but 
at the same time, we're here to enjoy ourselves, and I have 
not enjoyed riding a test more than the one I rode on him 
because the pressure was off, and I just didn't mind what 
happened. I thoroughly enjoyed the ride. He went much bet
ter on the day of the test than he did the first day I sat on him. 

Neil: How many days did you have to work with the horse before 
the event, and what kinds of things did you do with him dur
ing those days? 

John: Well, I met him first of all at lunch time on Wednesday. This 
was an hour after I arrived after a long journey, so I decided 
that the best thing to do was to take him out. The first after
noon we had to get to know one another, so we went out prin
cipally with the idea of riding round on the flat. He, too, had 
only just arrived and hadn't got to know the place. So we rode 
round and about, and he was very much on his toes. There's a 
mule-drawn cart that does the rounds here in the Horse Park, 
and every time he saw that even remotely on the horizon, I 
could forget about everything until it had gone away. But 
that, gradually, he got used to. The first day I spent just work
ing on the flat. We went for a little canter to see what his 
galloping stride was like, and I suddenly thought we were in a 
Quarter Horse Race because he set off as if the flag had 
dropped. As they say at home, "I got a swing at him," and we 
settled down and sorted it all out. 

The following day we went to do a little bit of jumping. 
Some of the others went and vanned off to Masterson Sta
tion, another event course not too far away. I reckoned that 
I'd save chancing ·my luck 'til cross-country day, and we put 
up a few fences in the practice arena here at the Horse Park, 
and had a very interesting little school there. I found out that 
he was manoeuvrable and pretty good on the controls and 
keenness was not his problem. He was good that way, almost 
over-keen. I reckoned that this was going to be fun. The real 
side of it was to try and sort out the flat work, so the following 
day, principally, we worked on the flat again. 

Neil: This would have been Friday? 

John: Yes, that's right. Friday in the morning we did a little bit of flat 
work. My dressage ride was at 4:30, so after the hour of work 
in 'the morning, I put him away, then took him out about 20 
minutes before the test, and he was feeling good. After the 
test, the plan was to go for another little jump or two, just to 
get our eye in for the following day. 

continued 
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BORROWED HORSE continued 

Neil: What of note took place in the dressage ring, and how did you 
feel about it? 

John : Well, I was here to enjoy myself. I wanted to do the best test I 
could , but no matter what happened it was going to be fun . 
The only problem was that many of my friends were there sit· 
ting by the chute, and ~hey were also out for a good time. 
They'd already had their ride, and mine was to come. So they 
had no fears left. They knew the worst or the best. There were 
hoots and cheers and all the rest of it, and, consequently, the 
only way was to enjoy it and have a good tim.e. Well, it could 
have been a lot worse; it could have been a little bit better, but 
I was very pleased with the mark. We had a good time. I'm 
afraid we were fairly well down the list , but on points we 
weren't too far away. It was a nice ride, a,n even test. We had 
the odd little mistake - one wrong canter lead - but I only 
discovered a half hour before the competition that where the 
test said you had to circle in trot and canter cross ing the 
center line, it was in fact a half circle at the trot, and not a full 
circle. So we had to learn that one quickly. We were used to 
cantering in a different place. 

Neil: Had you had a look at the test before you came over here? 
Was it mailed to you so you could study it in advance, or did 
you learn it after you got here? 

John: Yes, it was mailed to us, and I'd looked at the movements that 
it inc luded. 

Neil: Had you tried riding it? 

John: No. I'm afraid I thought I'd leave the evil to a later day. It's a 
nice test, though. I would like to see a flowing test like that in
corporated in our "novice " level and see how it would work 
out. 

Neil: This brings us now to cross-country day. 

John: Wel l, we 'd had the cross-country walk , and it was a very nice 
course at Preliminary level. Quite big for what we thought 
were relatively green horses. Bu t soon we began to f ind out a 
l ittle bit about our horses and discovered that they had had 
quite a lot of experience. They 'd all gone round several 
Preliminary courses . SQme had even gone around better than 
that , so it seemed as though it was 'going to be a great 
course. To look at it, I wished I could have brought my 
Prelim inary leve l horses from Ireland to ride round it, because 
they 'd have learned a lot, and it would have brought them on 
beautifully to have had such a go. That might be something 
for the future. We ' ll see. 

The course started in the same way as in the 1978 Cham
pionships - a nice, inviting first fence, ascending rails . We 
set off then in the reverse direction to 1978 basically, though 
the Preliminary course took a fai.rly different line over-all , 
anyway. 

MONTREAL OXER 
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The second fence was quite good-sized, I thought, for a se
cond fence. It was an oxer called the "Montreal Oxer" , but at 
the same time, served the purpose of setting them up and 
making sure that they got up in the air and actually had some 
respect for the fence . Poor old Andrew Hoy had more than 
respect for the fence. I think he " bought a bit of ground " 
there from what I hear, but he got it all together and went on, 
and the horse picked its feet up nicely after that. He told us 
all he was giving it a school for the third day. That shows 
foresight for you . 

We went on to the #3 Palisade. This fence was sunk in a lit
tle bit of a hollow, with a very solid front to it and a parallel 
bar behind . It caused one or two people to be worry ing a little 
about it , but rode well for me. 

The first fence likely to be a problem was obstacles #4 and 
5, the Brush and Rails. It was a "turn-around" fence, and you 
wanted to have a horse that had brakes that worked . Well, by 
the time of the cross-country , I knew my fella was go ing to 
take ahold, and he sure did when we set sai l. In fact , I 
thought , coming up even as far as Fence #11 , that I was going 
to get t ired before he did; but lucki ly we stayed together, and 
he got tired before I did, so that was okay. But at this Brush 
and Rails , I had three routes mapped out. First was a tight 

OMINION 
SADDLERY 

Middleburgh Branch: 
P.O. Box 1347 
Middleburg, Va. 22117 
(703) 687-6720 

Rt. 1, Box 112 
Chantilly, Va. 22021 

(703) 327-4423 
Metro: 471-4329 

Bowie Branch: 
2502 Crain Hwy. 
Bowie, Md. 20716 
(301) 464-8800 
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"I am so confident this 
Rotational Worming Program is 
the best way to worm your horse, 

I'll refund you $1.00 in cash 
just for trying it." 

CHARLES B. DUFF PRESIDENT. FARNAM COMPANIES. INC 

• ~t: ••• ••••• ··-

Boticide For Horses 

EquiBot· TC" 
( TRICHLORFON ) 

ONE SYRINGE 
NET WT. 1.41 OZ. (40 gm) 

• HORSE WORMER PASTE 

Equivet-Tz 
NET WT. 1.4 OZ. (40 G.) (THIABENDAZOLEi 50 °·o 

Follow this easy schedule 
for more worm and bot kill 
than any other paste worming pair ... 
and get a great cash savings! 
Here's how it works: 
To provtde your horse with a conttnuous 
defense agamst the six maJor parastte spectes. 
begm your wormtng program thts month with 
Equivet-Tz. Sktp a month. then worm the 
followtng month wtth Equ iBot-Tc Conttnue 
throughout the year- rotattng wormers every 
two months. A sample schedule ts marked on 
the calendar Follow it to safely eltmmate large 
and smal l bloodworms ascan ds. pinworms, 
threadworms and all stages o f bets. 

Why worm so often? 
The young mtgratory stages of bloodworms, 
ascands, ptn worms and threadworms are not 
affectecJ by drugs As a result. stx to etght weeks 
after worrntng. these parasttes have matured 
and are productng mtll tons of eggs tn your 
horse You must wo rm fatthfully eve ry stx to 
etght weeks wtth the proper drugs Oth erwise. 
your horse nsk sev re debtlttal ton, and even 
death. from dangerously htgh levels o f parasttt 
tnfestatton 

No other paste wormers on the market used In rotation or together will kill and remove as many 
species of worms and bots as Equ/Bot-Tc and Equlvet-Tz In rotation. 

WHICH WORMING PROGRAM IS MOST EFFECTIVE? 
COMPARE THEM FOR YOURSELF! 

Large Small 
Thread worms Bloodworm• Bloodworm• Bola Ascarid& Pinworms 

Equivet-Tz 
YES YES YES YES and EquiBot-Tc YES YES 

In Rotation 

Paste " C" NO YES YES NO YES YES 

Paste "N" NO NO NO YES YES YES 
Paste "C" 

NO YES YES and Paste "N'. YES YES YES 
in Combination 

WORMER EF-FICA.CY BASED ON SPEC,ES LISTED ON FDA APPROVED LABELS 

JAN FEB MAR 

APR MAY ..W 

JU.. AUG SEP 

OCT 

!,---. 
. . . ~>=-:IV'll.c. .. -r.-.-r.---~-
. - 1.- . - k1Elldf'"" - . .- r.-1:-- .- r.-~ 

1':. . . 

Stop guessing about the 
effectiveness of your worming 
program. 
Start your EqutBot-Tc/ Equtvet-Tz rotat tonal 
wormtng program today We're so certa in thts 
wormi ng program IS the best available, we'l l 
send you $1 00 refund on your next purchase of 
Eqwvet-Tz Just look for the spectally marked 
Equtvet-Tz packages at your Farnam dealer 
or wnte. 

•t1dd.i.t• 
Farnam Companies, Inc., Dept. H8F-001 
P.O. Box 12068, Omaha, Nebraska 68112 



BORROWED HORSE continued 

turn inside, which we didn't make, and the second route went 
between a couple of trees to help slow him down. We made 
that one. Luckily, the third route which went perilously close 
to the penalty zone edge, we didn't have to take. 

Fence #6 worried a lot of us. It was called the "Pheasant Feeder". It 
was a table, but a table with just a top and no sides to it. We were 
thinking some of the horses we had mightn't see the front edge and 
that this was where some of us were going to get turned over. 
Anyway, I think Rick Newton was kind to us. He put a bit of a bar on 
the front of it just to fill out the front edge a little, and I think it rode 
very well. 

The first combination was the road crossing at #7 and #8. Various 
routes were tried. it turned out that the safest way to go was directly 
straight through the middle, which for me worked out as two strides. 
The front element had a ditch at the back of it which caused a few 
horses to pop and look, but rode really nicely. Anyway, this was a 
good "rider fence". If you took the right line it rode well. Now came 
the fierce ones - #9 and #10, the Ditch & Bank, and the Park Gates 
behind it. This caused a lot of fast-beating hearts, I think, because 
when the event started off, we heard that one of the early riders was 
carried off in the helicopter to hospital. He'd tried for three long 
strides, but his horse took three and a half and didn't have room for 
the half. So the plan was four short ones. However, when I came 
round to it we were flying. We went over the bank, and I'd say if there 
were eggs on it, they wouldn't have been broken. He landed halfway 
out in the road. He took two big strides and a half a quick one of the 
third and cleared the gate well. My heart was in my mouth, but I knew 
that if I touched his mouth and he put his head up, he wouldn't see 
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. LOG AND DROPS (SPLASH) 
'"·"~',;; 12, 13a, 

Capt. Mark Phillips and Rimrock, loaned by Owen B. Pearce, clear the 
Road Crossing Fence #7 & 8 to place eighth. Lynne Humkey 
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the fence, so I had to leave him be. It was the fastest combination I 
think I've ever ridden in my life. 

We went up the hill, then, to the Trade Fair tents with the Water 
Fence coming on. We had #11, the Tiger Trap, to reach before it. I 
thought if I had any strength I'd try and get him back going down the 
hill to keep him balanced. I had to "take a swing at him" before the 
Tiger Trap. So we set him up on his hocks, and he jumped it nicely. I 
had just enough rest to be able to control him, as we headed down to 
the Water Fence. 

Now, there'd been a lot of talk about this obstacle #12, #13a,b., Log 
& Drops, "The Splash"! It had a set of rails behind the bank you 
jumped out of. This varied from the fastest way, which was a corner 
on the right, to the chance of a bounce in the middle or a long way 
round on the outside. Now, all or nearly all the Open Preliminary 
horses that had gone before us had taken the long way. I'd seen so
meone take on the banks and put a stride in it, and they got away with 
it. I was told by the owner of my horse, Roisin de Pasquale, that if any 
horse in the International division was going to be capable of going 
the quick way, mine would . She said that if any horse would get me 
out of trouble, this chap would because he had an extra leg. So I 
thought, "That sounds like a good Irish hunter to me." Anyway, we 
came down and I picked the line, but he jumped bigger than I'd ex
pected into the water, and we came slightly off it. He dropped a hind 
leg on the bank coming out, but he did manage to find the fifth leg he 
needed, and he just popped over the corner very nicely. 

I got a lot of ribbing for doing this because everyone else had gone 
the long way round, but what really set me up for it was that someone 
told me Bruce Davidson had done it the year before on a Preliminary 
horse, so I couldn 't let him get away with it all on his own. Another 
fence that followed quickly after it to cause trouble was #14, the 
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Lucinda Prior-Palmer and Kim Whitehurst 's Laser negotiate the dif· 
ficult Logs and Splash; they finished in fifth place. Lynne Hum key 
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A new contender 
for top honors! 
You asked for it ... today Blue Seal has it! 
Top condition and finish on a 16%-protein 
Horse Feed, extra palatable, easy-to-handle 
Contender Pellets-Blue Seal's winning new 
feed at a winning new price! What's more, 
Contender fits right into a Total Ration Con
cept feeding program. So plan now to put 
your horse out front with new Contender, 
along with high quality grass hay free 
choice. Your Blue Seal Dealer has 16%
protein Contender Pellets in stock right now. 
Call him next time you need feed. 

HORSE FEEDS 
Lawrence, Mass. 01842 

Pioneers in Animal Nutrition since 1868 

Look for the name of your Blue Seal Dealer In the Yellow Pages under Feed Dealers. 

JUL YIAUGUST 1981 9 



BORROWED HORSE continued 

Elephant Trap. However, this trakehner fence in the bottom of the 
ditch rode very well for me. Richard Meade had a little trouble here. 
His horse just decided he wasn't going to have anything to do with it, 
but Richard managed to coax him over it at the final attempt. 

There was #15, the Park Bench, which was at the top of a hill which 
rode really well. It had a lovely little gallop towards it, and we jumped 
two more obstacles and then headed to #18, the biggest fence on the 
course, the Brush and Slabs. The thought of jumping it on a strange 
horse at only Preliminary level had worried me on the walk-around. 
However, the gods were with me, and I saw a nice straight line into it· 
and had the best jump of the lot. He picked it up three or four strides 
out and jumped it like a "chase" fence, and it was a super, super ride. 
This was followed by #19, the Serpentine Rails (not the Serpentine of 
World Championship days, thank heavens), a zig-zag out under a set 
of trees. At the Serpentine Rails you had a choice of either jumping a 
straight and a corner behind, or three one-stride rails or a corner on 
the right and two strides- or three strides, depending on your "read 
over" to the back. I took the corner on the right and two strides to the 
center. 

#20, the Cordwood oxer at the third last was a slightly hairy jump 
for me. He was getting tired by this stage, and I remember my old 
horse Cambridge Blue on the stride l asked for and came in on just 
too long a one. So he put in a quick one but fiddled it well, and we sur
vived. We d id pretty much the same thing at #21, the Water Trough, 
but not quite so hairy. 

Finally, we got it together for #22, the Evergreen Rails, at the end . 
I'd had a very thrilling ride. A bit fast in the beginning with a very 
strong hold, but then he settled down and rode out nicely towards the 
end. And really that was the highest point of the ride. It was a super, 
super trip. Mr. Hop was a nice horse to have ridden and it was great to 
have had a safe conveyance across country . 

continued 
Germany's Harry Klugman riding Sandra Simon's Toby's Equal 
Clears #15 the Park Bench. Lynne Humkey 
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Packard Trailer Sales & Service 
"The Service that Serves the Trailer World" 

Specializing in 2, 3, 4, 6, 8, and 9-horse goosenecks 

r .\., 
~ . .H~. t 263 Central Street 

r' /'\'\!.." ~ ~ Foxboro, Massachusetts 02035 
-l' \ \ /' '- 617 I 543-8564 

OVER FORTY FIVE TRAILERS IN STOCK ~ 1\~t .. 
• Now a Dealer for CENTURION TRUCKS. .. .. U'ij 

McQUERRY • CLASSIC • KINGSTON • CIRCLE-} • HARTMAN • TRACER • COTNER 
Gooseneck set ups. 

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10-4:30; Sat. 10-3; Closed Sundays 

Directions: Rte. 95, take exit 7B to Rte. 140, down exit ramp to second street on right, 1/4 mile on right . 
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The DISCOUNT TACK SHOP ... 
Offers you just a small sampling of our large inventory of storewide, year-round discount prices on first 
quality , brand name riding tack and apparel. 

To insure confidence in our mail order department. if for any reason you are not fully satisfied, you may return yo ur 
purchase as shipped for a full refund. 

Be On Our Regular MAILING LIST!- Send for our Fre e Bulle tin of Storewide Disco unts' 

The COURBETTE 
EVENT BRIDLE 

Made in Germany 

REG. PRICE 

~ 
STATE LINE 

PRICE 

An exceptional first quality hand-sewn 
hand-rubbed German-made bridle 
made to withstand the heavy use of the 
serious cross country rider. This fine 
bridle has a rich military brown finish 
and features rubber reins , raised 
dropped noseband and browband and 
is of unusually high quality . 

A TREMENDOUS BUY 
YOU SHOULD NOT MISS'!! 

The BELMONTa 
SAFETY HELMET ------... / . 

REG. PRICE~ 
STATE LINE PRICE 

$29.95 
Th e strongest. l ightest. most comfortable protective 
he lmet ever! Comes with leather harness c hin strap 
and cushion lining that offers the maximum head 
p ro tection . 

The ROMA PAD 
"" I t 
' ~ ~ L .f-.; 
~ 
\.L L l l 

STATE LINE PRICE 
REG. PRICE 

!l8:5(f $1 3 .so 
A close contact pad with a 100% cotton 
shell and soft resilient foam padding 
for great protection . Machine wash
able. Available in flat jumping, olympic 
style, all purpose and dressage. Colors: 
white with red, green and blue trim. 

STATE 
LINE 

PRICE 

The COURBETTE 
HUNTING 
BREAST 
PLATE 

MADE IN GERMANY 

REG. PRICE 

~ 

$39.90 
A fine. first quality , hand crafted German made huntin g 
breastplate . It is ava ilable in a hand rubbed military 
brown finish and is comp letely adjustable . Standing 
and running attachments available upon request at : 
$9.90 ea. 

A REAL QUALITY ITEM OFFERED AT 
AN UNUSUALLY LOW PRICE" 

IIState Line Tack Shop~ 
S~~S Route 121, Plaistow, New Hampshire 03865 603/382-4718, 4719 S~~S 

Route 125 - Plaistow Exit 51 B Off 495 to Route 121 
TAX! TAX! 

Hours: Weekdays Monday-Saturday 10 a.m.-6 p .m., Friday Evenings Until 9 p.m., Open Sundays 1-7 
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A wrap 
for the road 

The Saddler has developed 
a truly washable shipping wrap 
with the protection that your horse 
deserves and the durability and style that 
you demand. These wraps provide extra resilience and 
cushioning without unnecessary bulk. They wrap well, con
forming to your horse's legs, and look well carrying your 
stable colors. Select the proper height and color to take care 
of that travelling horse in Saddler style. Available in red, 
hunter green, tan, brown or white. Sizes 12", 14", 16", 18". 

$17.50 plus $2.00 p&h per pair. 
(Conn. residents please add 7VJ % tax). 

~~~~ 
Dept . US, Rt . 7, Wilton, CT06897 • !203)762-0777 • MC/Visa 

BORROWED HORSE continued 

Neil: How was he when you went to see him Sunday morning? 

John : Well, he was fine. He had been a little tender an hour or so 

12 

later after the cross-country. At one stage he looked a bit as if 
he was tying up, but that managed to pass and this morning 
he was hale and hearty. 

We had a good party Saturday night to get us all in a relax
ed mood for the stadium. We found the course again very 
similar to the 1978 year in this arena. The course is basically 
another cross-country in stad ium fashion - up and down 
hill , through water, a sunken road, coffin-type fence. This all 
provides variety, which made it more interesting than just a 
standard course in the middle of a flat , level field . It was a 
very appropriate finish to a three-day event. After all, our 
stadium is different from Grand Prix stadium jumping, so I 
like that sort of course. We watched some of the earlier 
horses go in the stadium, and we'd seen some of the Open 
Preliminary have a little bit of trouble. After Richard Meade's 
efforts the day before at the trakehner, we were taking bets 
on how he'd get through the water ditches, but that rode very 
well for him at the time. However, those who were reckoning 
Richard would get in trouble found that he had a little at the 
Coffin Fence, but he did a very good job and got his horse 
through it. 

For me - well, we set off as if we were going cross
country again, and it was alii could do to keep control of the 
route. Sadly , we had one down, but nothing too serious, and it 
didn't really affect our placings very much as I'm afraid our 
dressage ride had left us out of contention from the beginn
ing. 

However, a lovely event we 'd had. The sun came out during 
the stadium day after a slightly grey morning. We'd been 
blessed with a beautiful day for dressage and a day that was 
warm in the beginning for the cross-country . By the time I 
went into show jumping the day was a little overcast with a 

breeze blowing so it was really perfect. The footing could on
ly be described as ideal. The course itself had been built to a 
degree you could call architecture rather than course
building. I've never seen one so well presented. The horses 
had a great time round it for the most part, and really it was 
the greatest pleasure ever to be back here agin . Lexington 
has very happy memories for me and Cambridge Blue at the 
World Championships from the time before. I have even hap
pier memories from this time, now. 

I'd like, really , to pass a big vote of thanks to Edith Conyers 
for the inspiration of this idea of having an "invitational", and 
to everybody who provided the horses, "Thank you very 
much! " 

Neil: I think that one of the things you'd like to emphasize is that 
all the "invited" riders had a splendid time. 

John: We really had the greatest fun . We made a lot of friends 
which are now personal friends. I hope that we can keep in 
touch for the rest of our lives. Any other future efforts that 
will be held along these lines can only have another "Yes, 
please" from me. Of course, I'd be delighted that others can 
have their turn as well, but one day I'd love to do it again. I 
have the happiest memories of America ever; I think it's a 
great country. 

Neil: I should like to add a postscript to this interview. 

All hats should be off: 
-To Edith Conyers for pioneering, promoting and managing the first 
International Invitation Horse Trial ever held in this country. 
- To Rolex and Almaden for the generous sponsorship they gave 
(Rolex, in addition to putting up $25,000 in cold hard cash , provided 
each competitor with both a Rolex-embroidered horse cooler and a 
Rolex-monogrammed canvas C<J.rry bag, and presented a handsome 
Rolex watch to Coach Jack Le Goff and each of the six riders chosen 
to represent the , United States in Luhmuhlen later this summer.) 
Almaden, in addition to contributing $350,000 to the United States 
Equestrian Team in support of all four disciplines (Grand Prix 
Dressage, Grand Prix Jumping, Three Day Eventing and Three Day 
Driving) made great quantities of their good Californian wines 
available to competitors, officials and patrons alike at a series of con
genial gatherings that extended throughout the duration of the 
weekend. 
- To the generous individuals who loaned out their horses so that 
nine riders from overseas could participate in this unique Horse Trial. 
-To Lucinda Prior-Palmer, Richard Meade, Captain Mark Phillips (all 
from Great Britain), Harry Klugman, Helmut Rethemeier, Rudiger 
Schwarz (all from West Germany), Andrew Hoy (Australia), John Wat
son (Ireland), and Nils Haagensen (Denmark) for the good sportsman
ship and superior riding expertise which they displayed . 

The Kentucky Horse Park was once again the setting for a superbly 
staged and meticulously run weekend of eventing which scheduled a 
Three Day Horse Trial (with steeplechase, but without roads and 
tracks) at the Advanced Level (used by Coach Jack Le Goff as the last 
of three Selection Trials for picking the team of six horses and six 
riders to go to Luhmuhlen - the other two having been Ships 
Quarters and Blue Ridge earlier in the season). It also included an 
Open Preliminary Three-Day Event and a Three Day Preliminary Inter
national Invitational Horse Trial. The results of all three d,ivisions are 
included here. An account of the entire event appeared in the 
Chronicle of the Horse. 

Of particular interest to all who were on hand were the visiting 
riders from foreign lands and the horses that were made available for 
them to ride. 

Lucinda Prior-Palmer of Great Britain (four-t ime winner of Badmin
ton and twice European Champion) rode Laser, a bay Thoroughbred 
gelding (16.2 H., 12 years) by Catch-On-Fire, out of La Belle Juel,loan
ed by Kim Whitehurst of Tuscaloosa, Alabama. In 1977, Laser, ridden 
by Mike Plumb, posted wins at Middletown, Ships Quarters and 
Chesterland, winning the AHSA Combined Training Trophy at Rad
nor. In 1977, Laser was Area II Leading Horse and runner-up for Horse 
of the Year. 
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Richard Meade of Great Britain (Individual Gold Medal winner at 
the Munich Olympics and member of the Gold Medal team at both the 
Mexico and Munich Olympics) rode Schwalbenzug, a bay Trakehner 
stallion (9 years) loaned by Mr. and Mrs. Jay J. Albrecht of Sutherland 
Farm, Prospect, Kentucky. Schwalbenzug was imported from Ger
many in January of this year. At his first U.S. event, he placed 2nd at 
Fort Rucker at the Training Level and competed in the Preliminary 
Divisions at both Cahaba and Mumford Farms. 

Captain Mark Phillips o.t Great Britain (four-time winner of Badmin
ton) rode Rimrock, a grey gelding (16.2 H., 10 years) loaned by Mr. 
Owen B. Pearce of Manasquan, New Jersey. In 1979, Rimrock, ridden 
by Nina Foul, won the National Junior Championship. In 1980 he 
competed in the Intermediate Division at both Ships Quarters and 
Blue Ridge. 

Harry Klugman of West Germany (member of the Gold Medal team 
at the Kiev European Championships 1973) rode Toby's Equal , an Ap
paloosa gelding (16.1 H., 12 years) loaned by Sandra Simon of Olym
pia, Washington. Toby's Equal placed 7th this year in a Preliminary 
division at Loudon and 11th at Monmouth, also at the Preliminary 
level. 

Helmut Rethemeier of West Germany (he was the Bronze Medal 
winner, riding Ladalco, at the Lexington World Championships) rode 
Staccato, a grey Trakehner stallion (10 years) loaned by Mr. and Mrs. 
J.J. Albrecht of Sutherland Farm, Prospect, Kentucky. In 1981 Stac
cato placed 1st at the Training level at the Southern Illinois Horse 
Trials and competed at the Preliminary level at Mumford Farms. 

Rudiger Schwarz of West Germany rode Beau Joe, a bay crossbred 
gelding (16.3 H., 12 years) out of a Saddlebred mare by a Tennessee 
Walking Horse, loaned by Lois Lann of Middleburg, Virginia. Beau 
Joe placed at the Training Level in 1976, and in 1977 came in 3rd in a 
Preliminary division at Genessee Valley- no placings since 1977. 

Andrew Hoy of Australia (winner of Burghley in 1979 riding Davey) 
rode Artie, a Thoroughbred chestnut gelding (16.0 H., 12 years) loan
ed by Thea Kjellstrom of Naperville, Illinois. In 1977 Artie placed 4th 
in the Wayne DuPage Open Preliminary Three-Day Event and in 1978 
was 7th in the same event, both times r'idden by Ron Clark. In 1979 he 

placed 4th with Thea Kjellstrom in the Open Preliminary division at 
Wind ridge. 

John Watson of Ireland (Silver Medal winner of the Lexington 
World Championships riding Cambridge Blue) rode Mr. Hop, an 
Appendix-registered Quarter Horse (16.0 H., aged) out of the Quarter 
Horse mare Poco run by the Thoroughbred Mister Some Charge. Mr. 
Hop's last event was Sedgefield where he won a Preliminary division. · 

Nils Haagensen of Denmark (1979 winner of the Luhmuhlen Euro
pean Championships and 1980 winner of the Fontainebleau Alternate 
Olympics) rode Champaign, a buckskin Quarter Horse mare (15.3 H. , 8 
years) loaned by Edith Conyers of Winchester, Kentucky. During her 
first event season in 1980, Champaign placed in the top five at two 
"B" level U.S. Pony Club rallies and was first in an Open Preliminary 
division at New Britton. Th is year she placed 4th in a Preliminary divi
sion at Mumford. 

Only about a third of the loaned horses listed above had what you 
would call a wealth of experience under their belts and it therefore 
would have made for a far fairer competition had all of the horses in 
the International Invitational division been pooled, not just the loan
ed horses. Arrangements could have been made whereby an 
American drawing his or her own horse could have drawn a second 
time. This was originally the plan, but Edith Conyers ran into two road 
blocks in trying to carry it out. The majority of the owners of the 
American horses could not be persuaded to loan their horses out and 
Edith was unable to borrow a sufficient number of horses to mount 
more than just the foreign riders. In other words, she was not able to 
establish a pool of horses large enough to mount all of the com
petitors in the division. 

The Kentucky Horse Park is without a doubt the finest Three-Day 
Event facility in the United States and Edith Conyers has assembled 
from literally all over the country a veritable army of volunteer 
workers who carry out their multitudinous assignments with 
dispatch and expertise. Let us hope that the Commonwealth of Ken
tucky will always make this perfectly beautiful tract of land available 
for all types of equestrian competition . o 

1981 ROLEX INTERNATIONAL KENTUCKY HORSE TRIALS 
INTERNATIONAL INVITATIONAL DIVISION 

1ST 
DAY 2ND DAY 3rd DAY FINAL 
Ores- X-Country Jumping PENAL-

Pl. Horse Rider and Nation sage Jump Time Jump Time TIES 

----- - -------- ---- ------

1 THE FLYING DUTCHMAN Grant Schneidman (USA) 43.8 43.8 
2 GREY TUDOR Karen Stives (USA) 45.8 45.8 
3 ARBOUR HILL Karen Sachey (USA) 48.0 48.0 
4 BLUE STONE J. Michael Plumb (USA) 49.8 49.8 
5 LASER Luc1nda Prior-Palmer (GB) 51 .0 51 .0 
6 CHAMPAIGN Nils Haagensen (Denmark) 53.8 53.8 
7 BEAU JOE Rudiger Schwarz (W. Ger.) 45.6 5.6 5 56.2 
8 RIMROCK Capt Mark Phillips (GB) 58.6 58.6 
9 ARCTIC LEAF Torrance Watkins (USA) 60.4 60.4 

10 WHIST Mary Hami lton (NZI 62.6 62.6 
11 MR. HOP John Watson (Ireland) 65.2 5 70.2 
12 STRIKER James Wofford (USA) 54.6 20 6.4 81 .0 
13 LIMERICK Lisa Mangione (USA) 74.2 8.8 83.0 
14 SCHWALBENZUG Richard Meade (GBI 47.2 60 15 1.0 123.2 
15 ERIN 'S SHAMROCK Deirdre Da\<ie (USA) 60.6 80 16.0 40 2.75 199.35 
16 ARTIC Andrew Hoy (Australia) 73.0 80 54.8 10 217.8 

a/so competed 

TOBY 'S EQUAL Harry Klugman (W. Ger.) 59.8 40 7.6 Efim. Efim. 
CHIBOUK Linda Green (USA) 54.2 Elim, 
MISSIONARY'S Ralph Hill (USA) 61 .8 Ellm, 
DOWNFALL 
STACCATO Helmut Retheme1er (W.Ger.) 54.2 Retired 

JUL YIAUGUST 1981 13 



1981 ROLEX INTERNATIONAL KENTUCKY HORSE TRIALS 

ADVANCED DIVISION 

FIRST 
DAY 2ND DAY 3RD DAY FINAL 
Ores· S/Chase X·Country Jumping PENAL· 

Pl. Horse Rider age Jump Time Jump Time Jump Time TIES 

1 CARAWICH James Wofford 49.6 49.6 
2 THE GRAY GOOSE Kim Waines 49.8 49.8 
3 BETTER AND BETTER J. Michael Plumb 53.2 5 58.2 
4 THE SAINT Karen Stives 59.6 59.6 
5 BRANDENBURG Julie Kovely 62.6 5 67.6 
6 TAXI Wash Bishop 56.0 4.8 10 .5 71 .3 
7 FREEDOM FLIGHT Phyllis Dawson 61.4 4 15 76.8 
8 KILGROGAN Karen Lende 59.8 16.4 5 81 .2 
9 LEONIDAS Grant Schneidman 50.4 20 13.6 84.0 

10 JONES Juliet Bishop 74.8 10 84.8 
11 GOOD LUC K Story Jenks 70.4 20 20.8 .75 11 1.95 
12 ALPINE Karen Sachey 63.4 6.4 60 9.2 .25 139.25 
13 CHIVAS REGAL Peter Green 57.2 60 25.6 142.8 
14 JUMP SHOT Ralph Hill 61 .4 2.4 60 25.2 1.5 150.5 

Also competed: 

CORE BUFF Denny Emerson 64.6 E/im. 
LACKAWANNA Lowse Meryman 68.4 Elim. 
NAVAL OBSERVER Peter Green 65.2 Wldwn. 
QUIZ MASTER Derek di Grazia 67.6 W/dwn. 
SILENT KNIGHT Karen Stives 86.0 .8 Wldwn. 
THE MAST Karen Sachey 55.0 Wldwn. 

OPEN PRELIMINARY THREE-DAY EVENT 
FIRST 
DAY A 2ND DAY 3RD DAY FINAL 
Ores· & SIChase X·Country Jumping PENAL· 

Pl . Horse Rider sage c Jump Time Jump Time Jump Time TIES 

----- ·----- ---
BRANDY BUCK Holly Mttten 49.8 49.8 

2 THREE'S A CHARM Peggy Cullen 57.0 57.0 
3 FINVARRA Torrance Watkins 48.6 10 58.6 
4 SIR WINSTON Petra Lewin 58.8 5 63.8 
5 ERGO Virg inia Prince 63.3 10 73.3 
6 LORD GRUMPY Jodi Miller 69.6 5 74.6 
7 THREE SAILS Nancy Hines 70.2 6.8 77.0 
8 DECATOUR Susan Stone 73.5 5 78.5 
9 TRE AWAIN BELFAST Joan Hamtll 59.1 20 79.1 

10. WHISKEY BAY Pamela Nelson 66.3 4.8 20 7.2 5 103.3 
11 . FLY BOY GEORGE Stephen Bradley 73.5 40 5 118.5 
12. GOODWILL Shannon Slyfield 62.1 40 45 147.1 
13. FOXTROT Lefreda Williams 58.8 24.8 40 39.6 40 8.25 211.45 

also competed 

BALL Y CASTLE Cam Dalton 65.4 40.0 10.0 Ellm . Elim. 
BRAND Y CANDY Ktm Wallace 56.7 4.8 20 19.2 Eltm. Eltm. 
FAIR GAIN Kelly Buterbaugh 66.9 100 16.4 Eltm . Eltm. 
FOLLY'S MARK Jurgen Goh/er 83.7 80 13.2 Eltm. Eltm. 
ABYRAX Diana Rich 69.6 Wldwn. 
AMITY Jan Leverenz 65.4 WJdwn. 
BEAU VENTURE Diana Rich 83.4 R 60 127.2 
BLUE MONDAY Davtd O 'Connor 63.0 Ret/fed 
BRER FOX Amy Shoemaker 54.0 Retired 
GRIVET Petra Lewin 61 .8 Retired 
HE 'S A GOODEN Nancy Wtnter 67.5 Wldwn. 
MR. "C" Tom Cantglta 61 .5 8.0 60 18.0 Wldwn. 
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