
MINUTES
USEA Annual Meeting of Members
Virtual Conference Call via Zoom 
Saturday December 12, 2020

1. Call to Order (Corcoran) 
Max Corcoran began the meeting by inviting Tink Eichell to the podium. 
2. Report of the Secretary (Eichell) 
Tink Eichell reviewed the online voting system used for this year’s annual meeting. All ballots were received by December 11, 2020 from current USEA members. 
A vote was help online to approve the December 14, 2019 Annual Membership Meeting Minutes. 
The motion was passed with 477 votes (409 + 68 proxies) in approval. There were no oppositions and 16 abstentions. 
3. President’s Report (Corcoran)
Max Corcoran welcomed the membership to the first, and hopefully last, virtual annual meeting of members and looks forward to everyone being together in Albuquerque, New Mexico in 2021. She acknowledged the tremendous efforts made by the USEA staff and Board of Governors to keep the association affluent and operational in such an unpredictable year. Max highlighted the great steps forward taken for Eventing safety with the implementation of frangible jump technology and the establishment of an independent equine helmet research lab. She recognized all the volunteers and organizers who overcame many obstacles of financial burdens and new safety protocols to ensure competitions were able to run in 2020. Finally, she highlighted the exciting international competitions scheduled for 2021 and new programs that continue to propel the USEA into the future. 
4. Treasurer’s Report (Thompson) 
Morley Thompson presented the financial health of the Association and discussed the difficult decisions made by the Board of Governors to reduce expenses for the 2020 budget. The financial impacts of COVID-19 have been significant, therefore loan options and financial planning has been put in place for 2021.
5. Ratification of the Actions of the Board (Mollett) 
Darrin Mollett explained the ratification process that took place via online ballots to ratify the actions of the Board. 
A vote was held online to ratify the actions of the Board of Governors in 2019. 
The motion was passed by 481 (413+68 proxies) votes in approval. There was one vote in dissention and 11 abstentions. 
6. CEO Report (Burk) 
Rob Burk expressed gratitude for the resilience of the members to get through such a tough year and the impressive improvements being made in the same time frame. He thanked the USEA staff for their continued commitment, recognizing those with work anniversaries and specially acknowledging Jo Whitehouse as she leaves for retirement. Rob presented highlights achieved in each USEA department and discussed the new updates for 2021. He then recognized a memorial tribute to all the volunteers, athletes, and horses lost this year. 
7. Recognition of Outgoing Volunteers
Max Corcoran honored the outgoing volunteers that served on the USEA Foundation and as Area Chairman.  
· USEA Foundation Trustee – Tink Eichell 
· USEA Foundation Trustee – Diane Snow
· Area I Chair – Sarah Adams
· Area III Chair – Cyndi Kurth 
· Area VI Chair – Lisa Sabo 
· Area VIII Chair – Wayne Quarles 
8. Report of the Nominating Committee (K. Cooper) 
Katherine Cooper presented the nominees for the Board of Governors who were voted into office via online ballots.
Area I: John Bourgoin
Area III: Sharon Anthony
Area V: Shiobhan O’Brien 
Area VIII: Wayne Quarles 
At Large: John Staples
At-Large: Cynthia Bayles
At-Large: Lauren Nicholson 
A vote was held online to approve the slate of nominees presented. 
The motion passed with 477 (409+68 proxies) votes in approval. There were 9 votes of dissention and 7 abstentions. 
Katherine presented the nominees for USEA Foundation Trustees. 
· Debra Dealcuaz
· Hilary Miskoe
· Brian Murray 
Max Corcoran introduced the slate of officers for 2021. The Board of Governors met separately from the virtual meeting and unanimously elected the USEA Foundation Trustees and Officers for 2021. 
President – Max Corcoran 
Secretary – Sharon Anthony
VP Safety – Mary Coldren 
VP Competitions – Jonathan Elliott 
VP Admin. and Finance – Eric Markell
Treasurer – Brian Murray 
VP Active Athletes – Lauren Nicholson
VP Area Affairs – Deeda Randle 
VP Membership and Program Development – Dawn Robbins
VP Education – Jerry Schurink 
The outgoing Governors were recognized for their dedication and service; Tink Eichell, Morley Thompson Jr., Doug Payne, and Debra Dealcuaz. 
9. Adjournment (Corcoran) 
The meeting adjourned at 2:45pm EST. 
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